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	15/11/24
	Andy Guitar, AG 17/of May/2017-“How To Write A Song-Top Ten Songwriting tips”-Published By Andy Guitar (YouTube)
https://youtu.be/BMQGNphIw7w?si=-pcHXbkf1VHiNTie

	Lyrics
Musical keys
Melodies
Musical hooks
Song Structure
	From the first point in our video I found out from Andy that stockpiling ideas onto your phone with voice recordings or notes can be vital to your song writing as you can come back to certain ideas in the future or work on ideas straight away.This can be literally anything to start your song for example Melodies,Chord progression,riffs,lyrics and hook lines.Andy also goes on to tell us that we should never really set aside time to write with a blank canvas and this is why putting down ideas in our phones is crucial so we always have something to work with.
In his second point Andy goes on the tell us about musical keys,In this point Andy tell us that every pop song around the world uses and key and could be any key and he used an example of the key of cmajor. Andy tell us about how there are 7 major notes in the each scale and when you are singing Melodie’s over your song the notes you sing will fit mainly around that scale to make it easier to write.
Andy then goes on to talk about Song Structure.After this he goes on to tell us that the most basic song structure you can have is “verse chorus verse chorus” or ABAB. He then tell us once we have this basic structure you can usually then have a musical intro he then also goes onto tell us that this is usually a simplified version of the chorus or verse by using the same chords in that key.He then tell us about our 4 part of the song which is the bridge and Andy tell you that this part usually goes in between the verse and the chorus.He then tell us about our middle 8 which is a musics breakdown right after the middle of the song and this can consist of another verse,chorus or guitar solo depending on how you feel.
Andy’s 4th point is melody and tell us that melody is how you sing over the chord progression and he tell us the best way to get started in a melody is simply humming over the song. He then tell us that in the our Melodie’s there’s no right or wrong and you can jump between as many notes as you want to jump between in your melody and it’s something to try so you can play to your strengths.
Andy’s 5th point is musical hook. And he tells us that the whole idea of a hook is to establish yourself from the crowd and give your song some sort of uniqueness so it’s not a direct copy of any other songs in the world it also has to be the thing people remember most about your song.
Andy’s next point is how to write a chorus.
And he goes onto tell us that most of the time the chorus should include the song title name wether it’s at the start of the chorus or the end of the chorus and your chorus should be the most memorable part of the song and everyone should be able to sing along to it.
Andy’s 7th point was verses. And he tell us that the verses add detail and it adds more to the way you are telling the story and how much detail you put into it gives you a clear idea of the story throughout the verses it’s essentially your build up to your summary in the chorus.
Andy’s last tip is do it often. Andy tells us that songwriting more than anything else is a very wasteful art and you have to write alot of songs to get one good one and it’s not uncommon for artists to write 50-60 songs to finally get there one good song and he goes on to say don’t get to disheartened when you don’t use them and still record them to remember them.
Overall I think this video was 4/5 and it became very useful for me on getting better at structure within my songs and to make my songs that little bit more complex in the future.

	15/11/24
	Bradley Hall, BH 12/of April/2019-“How To Build A Guitar Solo” source: YouTube channel: Bradley Hall
https://youtu.be/lEZzseFo6OQ?si=4VJoOuQEsW5Cbpd7

	Lead guitar
Solos
Key signatures
	Bradley’s 1st point is using the chord
Progression. Bradley tells us that in order to build a good solo you should know what the underlying chords are for better transitions between licks and to make the song sound ultimately tidier.
Bradley’s 2nd point is use the vocal melody.
Is this part Bradley makes the point of if you are really struggling to cater to the song and make something fit in your section that a really good idea is to follow the vocal melody of the song as it’s a great place to start if your struggling to get some ideas flowing for the solo section or any lead sections of the song al together.
Bradleys 3rd point in this video is serve the song well. He goes onto tell us that solos don’t have to be over the top and it should be fairly obvious that anything can sound good on a song if you cater to it well enough. He then goes onto tell us that not everything has to be overcomplicate and you should take some time to really listen to the song to try and build a image in your head of where to go with your solo.
Bradley’s last point in this video is that you should go out with a bang with your solos.
Bradley tells us that with your solos listeners need to be able tell when the solo is coming to an end and when to be able to applaud you for your efforts however, he tells not all solos have to end on something fancy for example a divebomb and a massive bend he goes on to tell us that simply ending the solo on the root or the 5th of the key can be vital to end the solo.
Overall I give this video a 3/5 as is helped but I knew a lot of this stuff already to use on improvisation for solos.

	24/november/2024
	Trevor Wong (TW) 2nd/November/2019-“Chord Progression Secrets: Melody First” source: YouTube channel:Trevor Wong.
https://youtu.be/NaMmHqJI6UI?si=8ZD79kDnmpRnPSZo

	Chord progression
Melody
Tonality
Keys
	Trevor’s 1st point in this video is picking a key to write in to start.He said this helps as it gives us a good sense of the chords we can use and the chord shapes we can use along the way.
Trevor’s 2nd point is that you want to write the melody.Trevor tell us to do this he recommends that you write this melody on a single string and the preferred strings are the g string b string or high e string.
Trevor’s 3rd point is that you want to start harmonising with the singular notes by adding notes and forming a chord beneath them. He goes on to explain that this technique can be used as a thickened line technique within your songs. He also tells us for this you can use any chord shape just as long as the highest note is your melody note he tells us that if you treat your melody note as the 3rd or the 7th within the chord it’s usually going to fit really well together.
Overall I believe this video was a 2/5 and wasn’t much but gave me a better understand of what chords chord work well with your melody notes as long as the highest note is the melody note 

	34/Novermer/2024
	Steven-San Onotera (SO) 9th/October/2024-“ subtle aspects of great songwriting” source: youtube channel name: samurai-guitarist
https://youtu.be/ZOgnz02AmiI?si=6SwKcCuO5-1_-thh

	Lyrics
Melodys
Articulation
Dynamic shifts 
Tempo
Tonality 
	The 1st point of the video is paying attention to what vowel sounds they make.
He then goes on to tell us that listening to which vowel sounds are shorter and snappy and long and drawn out can help you tell between the difference between a clunky lyric and one that roles of the tongue. This can also help your song sound easier on the ear and help you know which notes sound better to draw out.
The 2nd point of the video is “syllable placemen”.. He tells us a listener which boy more engage in a listen and the vocal if it sounds more natural and it flows with ease and stressing syllables that don’t need to be stressed can lead you into some trouble.he then tells us that talking three your lyrics like there poetry sounds better dictation wise for the listener.
The 3rd point in this video is “chord motion”.
He tell us that this is a useful tool in your song as it encodes change throughout the song. He tells us this tool can make things feel like there moving forward and different in some way or another. He tells us one way to do this is focusing our different sections of each song for example verse chorus pre chorus with different chords throughout the song.
The 4th point in this video is “Melody start and endpoint” in this point he tells us once you have you Melody you should write it out in standard notation or figure out how to play it on your instrument to see what notes your starting and finishing your phrases on. He tell us that general the first and last note in your Melody are usually the notes with more musical weight on them throughout your piece because if you start in the same ways and places all the time your Melody can start sound repetitive and abit boring to the ear. You also want take time to see where the melody sits rhythmically speaking and make sure it begins and ends on the same beat every phrase.
The 5th point in this video is “Lyrical spotlight”. He tells us that certain places in music will carry more emphasis and you can imagine this by a metaphorical spotlight shining on those spots. He then tell us that you want to do this by placing the more important words in our lyrics in these emphasises spots and not doing this take away the value in your message in the lyrics. 
Overall I give this video a 4/5 as when I never thought about taking all of this into consideration before and it is gonna help me a lot more with song writing in the future to make songs sound more interesting.

	13-01-24
	Conan Gray, CG .(2018) how to write a song [online video} Available at: https://youtu.be/aYictpxV5z0 
	Lyrics 
Structure 
Rhyme
	-songwriting is a very abstract thing
-He follows a simple structure when he is writing his songs going verse, prechorus, chorus, verse, prechorus, chorus, bridge, chorus
-songwriting is an artform and everyone has diffrent ways of doing it in there own way
There is no right or rong way to write a song
-write a melody/tune ,start with a little section and work your way up
-use ryming apps or theasaueses
-record or write down any little ideas that you get
-dont write the song with the intention of it becoming a hit song, just write it for you

	13-01-24
	PVL Music, PM.(2023) how i would learn music production in 2024 (if i could start over) [online video] Available at: https://youtu.be/7rpL6OODxDY 
	Music production
DAW 
Recources 
	This video is split into 4 segments
1) the DAW trap
2) Exercises
3) Recourses
4) Mindset

Part 1- 
-trying diffrent DAW is a massive thing, you could be stuck on what you are producing simply because the DAW that your using isnt right for you, trail and error sometimes is the best

Part 2- 
-dont skip music theory, it is so mutch more important than you think
-improvising your song writing skills will give you more intentional production, therefor it will conect better with your listener and will be able to out more storytelling into your tracks
- learning a new instrument on the side can help you massivly in making better songs, it opens up a whole new world of creativity
-watching tutprials from start to finish and copying them
-it is not about making the best song, its about making a song

Part 3-
-paid online coarses save lots of time andf work tremendosly, they keep you productive, help with deadlines and project handoffs and give you comunity support
-finding a 1:1 coach helps you avoid somemistakes, makes yur progres faster and just having someone there to help push you threw can help mentally
-using diffrent apps and websites that train your music mentaly can give you a better understanding
Dedicate time into learning and practicing what you learn

Part 4-
-having the correct mindset from the beggining will ensure that you enjoy the process whilst you do it
-it takes time and you need to learn to be patient

	13-01-24
	Mix with Jerry, MWJ. (2023) the truth about mixing your own music [online video] Available at: https://youtu.be/OdfdHe9_c90 
	Mixing 
Music creation
	-there is a potential for you to fing yourself on a never ending circle for perfectionism
-the pros are saving money in the long run, becoming more experienced and learning what you want
-the cons are that there are so many possiilities and choices that you have to make wich can put you down
There is n such thing as a perfect mix
-the listener isnt focused on the little adjustments , they are more focused on the peice as a whole
-working on your own songs makes everything alot more personal and you can get in your own head about how the mix sounds
-you will start to progress over time as you fully understand the sound you are after

	13-01-24
	Sage Audio, SA. (2022) how to mix a song in 10 steps 
[online video] Available at: https://youtu.be/bLQ45yK98iU 
	Step by step guid on how to mix songs
	This video is split into 10 steps

1- orginise your session
-colour code the diffent instruments and label them befor you start to make everything easyer to take in

2- atenuate unwanted frequencies with EQ
-cut frequencies that you dong want and dip those you want less of

3- increase details with compression
-be specific with wich comoressors you use on each signal to controle dynamics

4- add character with saturation
Saturation adds harmonics and causes mild to moderate compression

5- shape processing with an EQ
Amplify and attenuate to give you more controle

6- introduce speciality processing
-focusing in on specific instruments to give them a unique sound that stand out like using distortion or reverb

7- start processing the buses
-this alteres wich way you hear all the individual sounds from, but you want to keep vocals, bass, kick and snare quite centered

8-add temperal processing 
-introduce plate reverb and tape delay
-can also use drum room emulation to help thicken the drums

9- add some creative elements
-add ceative and unique processing

10- create a demo master 
-dont send your mix for mastering with any processing on the master output

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	




 
 
